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Spotlight on

Jeri D., Jennifer S.. and Ellen M.

By Elaine Secrist

Miracles happen and happen they do at Rea of Hope. Jeri, Jennifer, and
Ellen are our most recent graduates from Rea of Hope- adding to our list of miracles.
“Miracles” seem to be the theme here as we recently celebrated our fundraiser
honoring 50 miracles in 5 years!

Jeri D. came to us
desperate to change her life. She
had a desire to stay sober and
wanted everything we had to offer.
This was Jeri’s first true attempt at
sobriety and she gladly followed
all of our suggestions. I asked Jeri
‘what do you really want out of
sobriety?’ and without hesitation she
responded ‘T want to be the mother
to my daughter that I have always
dreamed of”. Slowly but surely, Jeri reestablished a relationship with her daughter,
her mother and other family members. On Jeri’s graduation from Rea of Hope the
three most important people in her life- her mother, daughter, and sister- showed up
and through many tears expressed how grateful they were to have the real “Jeri”
back with them. Today, Jeri is not only beautiful but radiant! Working the 12 steps
inrecovery gives us an inner glow that others instantly notice. Jeri lives in our New
Life Apartments and is helping her daughter with homework, walking her to school,
and most important of all. ... just showing up and being there!

Jennifer S. came to us very
motivated tofinally “getrecovery”!
Many past attempts at recovery
had not worked for Jennifer but
somewhere inside of her Jennifer
knew that the 12 steps of recovery
worked. She finally had hit her
bottom and had HOPE...many

Thoughts and
Prayers go out to:

Michelle Smith (volunteer) recovering from surgery

Reese M. (graduated 12/2006) on the loss of her son, Michael.
Jerri D. (graduated 3/2010) on the illness of her sister.

Mary Selinger recovering from a broken ankle.

Sarah Holroyd recovering from knee replacement surgery.

times this is all that we have left and apparently it was enough for Jennifer. She
has been motivated since day one. Not one to ever sit around and complain or feel
sorry for herself she jumped into recovery with both feet and has never looked back.
Jennifer has and continues to deal with the wreckage of her past by holding her head
up and doing the next right thing. Jennifer has 4 wonderful sons, a devoted Dad and
step mother, and a whole new support system through the recovery process. Jennifer
is abeautiful lady who lights up any room with her smile. Always willing and ready
to help, Jennifer is a blessing to know. She also lives in
New Life Apartments and looks forward to reunification
with her sons.

Ellen M. came to us with such sadness and pain
that I honestly wondered if she could ever get past her
pain and enjoy a life of sobriety. However, this was
not Ellen’s first attempt at recovery and again HOPE
prevailed. Ellen suffered a tragic loss and instead of
spiraling further downward she took the initiative to go
totreatment and focus on recovery. Ellen is an inspiration
to all who know her, especially the other residents. Although Ellen is very quietand a
lady of few words, the words she does speak are full of empathy and knowledge. The
otherresidents seek Ellen when they need someone to talk to; Ellen is wise beyond her
years. Ellen gives credit to God, the 12 steps, AA/NA, her sponsor and Rea of Hope
for her strength in sobriety. There is not just one solution to regaining self respect and
livinga life of recovery, but all of these things combined and of course “It works if you
workit”. Ellen is working diligently on reunification with her beautiful children. We
are very proud of all she has accomplished and are excited to see all the great things
that will happen as Ellen continues to grow in recovery.

We are very proud of these 3 ladies and all of their accomplishments. They are
regaining the trust and respect of their families, co-workers, and friends. They have
chosen to be willing to work the program at all costs and are great inspirations to all.
As always, God continues to bless me with witnessing miracles first hand. We are
very proud of you all and wish you the best on your individual journeys.

Congrats to:

e Carrie B. our first graduate on celebrating 5 years of continuous
sobriety.

e Janet R. on 2 years, Lisa D., Haley H., Debbie R. on 1 year and
Pam T. on 18 months of continuous sobriety

e Jennifer (graduated 3/2010) on being accepted to UC to earn a
degree in Radiology.

e Tonya M. (graduated 12/2008) for making the Dean’s list






