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Miracles happen and happen they do at Rea of Hope. Jeri, Jennifer, and 
Ellen are our most recent graduates from Rea of Hope- adding to our list of miracles.  
“Miracles” seem to be the theme here as we recently celebrated our fundraiser 
honoring 50 miracles in 5 years!

Jeri D. came to us 
desperate to change her life.  She 
had a desire to stay sober and 
wanted everything we had to offer.  
This was Jeri’s fi rst true attempt at 
sobriety and she gladly followed 
all of our suggestions.  I asked Jeri 
‘what do you really want out of 
sobriety?’ and without hesitation she 
responded ‘I want to be the mother 
to my daughter that I have always 

dreamed of”.  Slowly but surely, Jeri reestablished a relationship with her daughter, 
her mother and other family members.  On Jeri’s graduation from Rea of Hope the 
three most important people in her life- her mother, daughter, and sister- showed up 
and through many tears expressed how grateful they were to have the real “Jeri” 
back with them.  Today, Jeri is not only beautiful but radiant!  Working the 12 steps 
in recovery gives us an inner glow that others instantly notice.  Jeri lives in our New 
Life Apartments and is helping her daughter with homework, walking her to school, 
and most important of all… just showing up and being there! 

Jennifer S. came to us very 
motivated to fi nally “get recovery”!  
Many past attempts at recovery 
had not worked for Jennifer but 
somewhere inside of her Jennifer 
knew that the 12 steps of recovery 
worked.  She fi nally had hit her 
bottom and had HOPE…many 

times this is all that we have left and apparently it was enough for Jennifer.  She 
has been motivated since day one.  Not one to ever sit around and complain or feel 
sorry for herself she jumped into recovery with both feet and has never looked back.  
Jennifer has and continues to deal with the wreckage of her past by holding her head 
up and doing the next right thing. Jennifer has 4 wonderful sons, a devoted Dad and 
step mother, and a whole new support system through the recovery process.  Jennifer 
is a beautiful lady who lights up any room with her smile.  Always willing and ready 
to help, Jennifer is a blessing to know.  She also lives in 
New Life Apartments and looks forward to reunifi cation 
with her sons.

Ellen M. came to us with such sadness and pain 
that I honestly wondered if she could ever get past her 
pain and enjoy a life of sobriety.  However, this was 
not Ellen’s fi rst attempt at recovery and again HOPE 
prevailed.  Ellen suffered a tragic loss and instead of 
spiraling further downward she took the initiative to go 
to treatment and focus on recovery. Ellen is an inspiration 
to all who know her, especially the other residents.  Although Ellen is very quiet and a 
lady of few words, the words she does speak are full of empathy and knowledge.  The 
other residents seek Ellen when they need someone to talk to; Ellen is wise beyond her 
years.  Ellen gives credit to God, the 12 steps, AA/NA, her sponsor and Rea of Hope 
for her strength in sobriety.  There is not just one solution to regaining self respect and 
living a life of recovery, but all of these things combined and of course “It works if you 
work it”.  Ellen is working diligently on reunifi cation with her beautiful children.  We 
are very proud of all she has accomplished and are excited to see all the great things 
that will happen as Ellen continues to grow in recovery.

 We are very proud of these 3 ladies and all of their accomplishments.  They are 
regaining the trust and respect of their families, co-workers, and friends.  They have 
chosen to be willing to work the program at all costs and are great inspirations to all.  
As always, God continues to bless me with witnessing miracles fi rst hand.  We are 
very proud of you all and wish you the best on your individual journeys.

Thoughts andThoughts and 
Prayers go out to:Prayers go out to:
Michelle Smith (volunteer) recovering from surgery
Reese M. (graduated 12/2006) on the loss of her son, Michael.
Jerri D. (graduated 3/2010)  on the illness of her sister.
Mary Selinger recovering from a broken ankle.
Sarah Holroyd recovering from knee replacement surgery.

Congrats to:Congrats to:
• Carrie B. our fi rst graduate on celebrating 5 years of continuous 

sobriety.
• Janet R. on 2 years, Lisa D., Haley H., Debbie R. on 1 year and 

Pam T. on 18 months of continuous sobriety
• Jennifer (graduated 3/2010) on being accepted to UC to earn a 

degree in Radiology.
• Tonya M. (graduated 12/2008) for making the Dean’s list
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 We have had lots of exciting happenings this spring 
and over the last fi ve years. The celebration of our fi ve year 
anniversary, 50 ‘n’ 5 Miracles on Lee Street Dinner and Silent 
Auction was a huge success.  We had between 165 and 170 
attendees and proceeds of over $26,000. We are very proud 
of our graduates and their family members who spoke at the 
event; they all did a fantastic job and showed a lot of courage. 
The family member’s point of view is very important to us 
because they suffer along with the addict and have to fi nd 
their own recovery in the process.
 In our fi ve years of serving women we have had 135 
admissions, 50 graduates, 100% occupancy since July 1, 
2007, served 29 WV counties and had a 54% success rate 
the last two years (almost twice the national average). We 
have been recognized nationally by Director John Walters, 
White House Offi ce of National Drug Control Policy in 2006 
as a premiere program, used as an example by the state for 
other non profi ts on our fi scal plan and by the Federal Home 
Loan Bank of Pittsburgh for our business plan. Rea of Hope 
has no debt and has successfully raised over $2,000,000 in 
the last seven years through grants, private foundations, 
fundraisers, donations from individuals and churches and 
collecting program fees from the residents. The collection 
of a program fee is what sets us apart from many; we have 
collected over $170,000 in the last fi ve years. It is an issue 
of responsibility and our residents are proud of the fact that 
they can pay their own way and are invested in their recovery 
and home. We have won the East End Garden contest and 
participated for the fi ve years we have been here; there will 
be an article in WV Living magazine’s next issue regarding 
our gardens. Rea of Hope has grown from 1 employee to six, 
from 1 location to two and from 10 adult beds to 17 adult beds 
and 5 youth beds. Even with our growth in our current fi scal 
year, we have only been able to accept 23% of the women 
who needed a bed and that is down from last years 30%. The 
need is immense and we plan to continue to explore ways to 
meet the needs of women in early recovery from drug and/
or alcohol addiction. We are proud to report the following 
statistics for graduates at one year post graduation 63% are 
clean and sober, 85% are employed, 82% are living in a safe 
place, 97% have no new legal problems and 57% are still 
attending self help meetings.
 Thank you for your support in serving women and 
their families suffering from the disease of addiction and/or 
alcoholism and for sharing in the joy of their recovery.

                Sincerely,
                Marie Beaver
                Executive Director
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5 year anniversary of serving women
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By Elaine Secrist

My favorite night of the month is, of course, Girls Night Out.  Rarely, do those of us in the 
addictions fi eld get to “have fun” with our residents and I get to do this on a monthly basis.  “Having 
fun” is imperative in order to be a healthy and productive member of society.  As one of our goals at 
Rea of Hope is teaching these ladies how to live a sober and rewarding life - we simply must show 
them how to have “FUN” in sobriety. 
  In March, we went bowling and then out to eat Chinese food.  Usually I get the  “you have got 
to be kidding me” looks from the residents when I announced we are going bowling, but this time, 
this group of ladies was ready to go!  I soon found out why… we had some very competitive and 
awesome bowlers.  Once again, we had a great time and ended the night at the Chinese Restaurant.  
 The April GNO was a concert at “The Ritz Theatre” in Hinton, WV to see B.B. Secrist and His 
Rockin’ 88’s perform.  B.B.’s show was fantastic and many of our ladies danced in the aisles while 
the rest danced in our seats.  It is very hard to contain yourself while watching this high energy show.  
We all had a wonderful time; B.B’s tribute to Jerry Lee Lewis and his rock n roll revue entertains all 
ages!
 In May, we went to see the chic fl ick “Sex and the City 2” and eat at Ryan’s Steak House.  The 
movie was defi nitely a perfect Girls Night Out movie.  Laughter, camaraderie and good food! How 
can one go wrong with that combination??
 As always, we love our night out and 
continue to look forward to them.  Thanks 
to all who 
support our 
Girls Night 
Out!!

Girls Night OutGirls Night Out

CAMC Presents
 “Identifying and Intervening Effectively with 
Patients who are Using Drugs and Alcohol”

March 30, 2010
Three Rea of Hope graduates/mothers participated in a conference for healthcare 
providers regarding pregnant women and drug and/or alcohol abuse. Amanda D., 
Debbie R. and Hayley H. were invited to serve on a panel to share their experiences 
and answer questions by Denise Burgess, Director of Obstetrics, CAMC. The ladies 
received standing ovations from the doctors, nurses and social workers present and 
spoke candidly about their personal stories of hope and recovery.

Noah James Herron 
May 5, 2010
6 lbs. 13 oz.  19 3/4 in.

East End GardenEast End Garden
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passed a way in 2005; a constantpassed a way in 2005; a constant 
reminder that all do notreminder that all do not 

survive this disease.survive this disease. 
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• United Methodist Temple Beckley, Blessed Sacrament and Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches for their generous cash donations.

• Lakeview Christian Ladies Circle for their continued support and the beautiful Easter 
Baskets for all the children at New Life Apartments (see pic)

• Jacobson Foundation for its generous grant to help with direct program costs.

• CAMC Family Resource Center for the individual and group counseling services 
provided for Rea residents.

• Heidi Talmedge and Betty Deneault for their donation of towels and cleaning supplies.

• Dr. Melvin Mann for donating his services in Optometry and discounted eyewear.

• Eloop Security for supplying in kind monitoring fees for our alarm system. 

Rea of Hope was fortunate enough to receive WV Tax Credits through the Neighborhood Investment Program (NIP), WV Development Offi ce, again this year. This is a fantastic 
program to encourage charitable giving and a way to get back up to 50% of your donation on your state; personal or business taxes. A Minimum donation to receive CREDIT 
is $500.  Please contact Marie Beaver  344-5363 for more information.


